
Note on adding impacts to incidents in Vanessa
– 2018.09.11.ET

Introduction

This brief note will show you how to add and edit impacts in Vanessa.

A detailED example

Suppose we have already entered the following information into Vanessa:

We see that the Ford Fusion struck the Toyota RAV4 on the right side.  Now let us suppose we also 
have information about the damage to the Ford Fusion as well. So now we wish to add an impact where
the RAV is vehicle that has caused damage to the Fusion. To do this, we now click on the “impact” icon
for the Fusion:

1



… This will bring up a dialog box in which the damaged entity has been pre-selected and we need only 
specify the correct damaging entity:

In this case, there is only one choice, and so we click to select 5066, the RAV:

Once you press Save, the screen should now look like this:

We see that a new impact, 5176, has been created. 
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Clicking on the center of that blank impact label, we can then add, at a minimum, a PDOF and CDC 
code:

And after saving, we will have this:

Note that both of these impacts show a sequence order of “1” (shown within the impact symbol on the 
left side of the impact labels). This is correct, because we can say that the two vehicles impacted one 
another at the same time.
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Now let’s say that after the Toyota RAV4 was hit, it then hit another vehicle. So first we add another 
(3rd) vehicle:

And, once that has been saved, we click on the impact icon for the Sonata to add the impact that the 
Sontata received:
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… And we will select the RAV4 as the damaging entity:

… which leads to this:

The first thing we want to do is to change the sequence of this new impact to “2” to show that it 
occurred after the initial Fusion—RAV4 impact pair. We do this by clicking on the impact icon of the 
impact label itself:
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As you can see, this dialog box allows us to edit not only the sequence, but also the damaged and 
damaging entities as well. However, since the damaged and damaging entities are already correct, we 
only want to change the sequence number from a “1” to a “2” :

And once we have pressed Save, we should have this:

All that remains to do now is to click in the center of the newly-created impact label to enter impact 
details such as PDOF and CDC. 
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Let’s assume that the RAV4 rear-ended the Sonata, so we have this:

And after saving, here is the final schematic view of the incident:

Conclusion

This note has described how to add impacts to an incident in Vanessa. To complete the example shown, 
one would want to add the additional participants who were injured in the incident, such as the drivers 
and passengers, if any, of the Ford Fusion and Hyundai Sonata.

***
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